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LET EE Sc. 


Edinburgh, December 1798. 
My DEAR ——, 


1 THANK you heartily for the Pamphlets you lately 
ſent me, on the intereſting queſtion which occupies, 
at preſent, the public attention on your fide of the 
water. [I have peruſed them with care, and, although 
you may naturally think, that you and I, as Scotſ- 
men, have no great call to take a keen fide in that 
queſtion, I own to you, I have felt an indignant 
ſpecies of mortification, in obſerving the material 


argument drawn from the actual experience of the 


Union of Scotland with England, treated with ſuch 
groſs miſrepreſentation of Facts, as muſt ariſe either 
from the profoundeſt ignorance of the actual ſtate of 
this country, or from a determined ſpirit of Falſifica- 
tion. As a Lover of Truth, I ſhould feel myſelf 
ſtrongly tempted, even on points of a mere ſpecula- 
tive nature, to ſtand forward and correct any miſ- 
ſtatement which I ſaw boldly made in oppoſition to 
Facts; but on a queſtion of this nature, where the 

| intereſts 


2 


interefts of thouſands are involved, when I perceive 
that queſtion argued on the one ſide, upon a baſis 
of Error, or of Ignorance, I hold it to be the indif- 
penſable duty of every good man, to correct, if he 
can, that Error, and diſſipate that ignorance. 


The experiment already made of the Union of 
Scotland with England, is juſtly conſidered as de- 
ſerving. of the greateſt weight, in the diſcuſſion of 
this ſimilar meaſure with regard to our ſiſter-king- 
dom. I perceive that many of your anti-union pam- 
phlets, proceed on aſſuming it as a Fact that the 
pfoſperity and happineſs of Scotland has declined 
ſince the Union; and that the Scots, ſince the aban- 
donment of their independent Legiſlature, are not 
only a degraded, but an oppreſſed, and an impove- 
riſhed people. One of your anti-union Patriots, 
tells his countrymen, that, Scotland is reduced, for 
* want uf ſpocie, to three-penny and fix-penny bank- 
© notes; that ſince the Union, Edinburgh is beg- 
« gared, and depopulated; and that Churchill's 
Prophecy of Famine, gives a true picture of the 
actual ſtate of the country.” Another writer on 
the ſame ſide of the queſtion, but poſſeſſed of a little 
more information, admits that in ſome points Scot- 


land has improved fince the Union; but this im- 


proyement, ſays he, we ought not to attribute to 
that Event, It may with more propriety be faid 
< that Scotland has improved, notwithſtanding the 


4 Union,“ 
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% Union;“ » for as to the real confequences of 
that meaſure, he aſſures his e ountrymen that - 
« Scotland has ever found in the Britiſh Legiſla- 


ture, not the foſtering hand of a natural parent, 


but the neglect of a ftep-mother.” Who ought to 
know beſt the truth or falſehood of theſe ſtate- 
ments; an Iriſhman, or a Scotſman? I have no 
doubt that every Iriſhman of ordinary knowledge, 
or information, will treat them with contempt or 
ridicule: but unfortunately, the great maſs of a 
people have not that knowledge or information, 
and will irnplicitly believe what they are confi- 

dently told, while it coincides with their own pre- 

judices.—Let a Scotſman therefore give tem & few 
plain, but ſtriking Truths, in confutation of thoſe 
falſchoods with which their minds are poiſoned, 
and their judgments perverted. Let them attend 
to the following Fatts, which will ew them _ 
advantages that Scotland has actually derived 

her Union with England: and let them bitte 


that progreſſive improvement, which ſince that 


period has taken place in every circurtiſtance bf 
national welfare and proſperity. THE inferente 
will be unavoidable. Ireland, relatively to Great 
Britain, ſtands very nearly in the fate predica- 
ment, as Scotland to England, before the Union. 
A great proportion of the inhabiradts & Soflid, 

| en 


4. Addreſs to the People of Ireland, againlt an Union, by 
a friend to Ireland. —Stockdale, Dublin. 
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when the queſtion of an Union was agitated, felt 


the ſame fears, entertained the ſame jealouſy, and 
were influenced by the ſame prejudices that prevail 
with a part of. the people of Ireland againſt her 
Union. The meaſure therefore met with the keen- 
.eſt oppoſition. But reaſon preyailed againſt pre- 
Judice; the Union was carried into effect. Time 
has giyen to that great experiment, the moſt com- 


pleat aſcertainment of its efficacy; and happy 


has it been for ys country, as every Scotſman 
will now honefily avow ; happy has it been for 
_ Great Britain, as every friend to the general inte- 


reſts of the Empire will PO and gratefylly 


aut ge, 


« Particular Fuck“ (ſays Lord Chief Jdflice 
Hale) « give a greater demonitration than a hun- 


dred notional arguments can either evince or con- 


i fute. I propoſe very briefly to ſhew, from 
| fads, that the conſequences « of the Union of Scot- 


land with England have been moſt beneficial to 


he former country: to prove, in confutation of 
the aſſertions in ſome of the late Iriſh publications, 


* that Scotland has been beggared, and impove- 
« riſhed ſince the Union;“ that her advancement 
in every circumſtance of national proſperity, has 
been progreſſiye, rapid, and moſt extenſive; and 
that England, inſtead of ſhewing towards her (as is 

allerted) 
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aſſerted) the neglect of a ſtep· mother, has actually 
behaved to her like a moſt indulgent parent. 


The ſtate of Scotland with reſpect to political 
wealth, before the Union, is aſcertained with the ut- 


moſt preciſion from the following document: 


At a meeting of the Convention, of the Royal 
Boroughs of Scotland, on the gth of July, 1691, 
Commiſſioners were appointed to viſit each of the 
Royal boroughs in the Kingdom; and the magi{- 
trates and clerks of each borough were ordained to 


produce to thoſe Commiſſioners, upon Oath, 2 


particular accoynt of their Revenue, and their 


Debt; to exhibit the Treaſurer's accounts for five 


years back, and to give a particular ſtatement of 
their Trade, both foreign and domeſtic, the num- 
ber of ſhips, barks, and boats, their burden and 
value, with eyery other particular illuſtrative of 
their ſituation, at the time of the Enquiry,” 


The Report of thoſe Commiſſoners was re- 
turned to the Convention of the Royal Boroughs, 
in 1692: and it thence appeared that the Revenues 
of the whole Rayal boroughs in Scotland amount» _ 
ed, in the year 1692, only to the ſum of 
14,395. 45. 8d. ſterling, per annum. 


From a general account made up in the year 
1788, taken from the particular aceounts of each 
| of 


6 q 
of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, and preſent- 
ed to the Britiſh Houſe of Commons (in obe- * 


dience to their order) in the year 1789; it ap '4 
peared, that the annual revenues of the whole 9 
Royal Boroughs of Scotland in 1788, amount- | a 
ed to the ſum of C. 44,783 14 62. Thus, from 5 
the year 1692 to 1788, the increaſe of the in- þ 


come or common, good of the Royal Boroughs of 8 
Scotland, was no leſs than (. 30, 388 9 10 ſterl. 1 
per annum; in other words, their revenues had U 
been much more than trebled. * 


B the ſame Report 0 to the Convention of 


Royal Boroughs in 1792, it appeared that 74 
Veſſels. Tons. * 

The Number and Tongs | a 

olf the Shipping in Scot - 15 

land umounted to- 8.618 


OT lp 
ping of Scotland (ſen 


Chalmers eſtimate) a- | 

mounted to * - 22g 14,485 
Ditts' in "1766, © 999 337915 
Ditto" in 178 1493 84.475 
Ditto: in 1192, 2116 154,85) 


Value of theſe Veſſels in 1792. —L. 298, 192 Sterl. 


Linen Manifafture of Scotland. 
The'- progreſs of the Linen Manufacture of 
n extremely inconſiderable before the 


Union, 


— 


| 7 
Union, became (as I ſhall afterwards mare par- 
ticularly notice) a favourite object of the Le- 
giſlature after that event. Its progreſs from the 
period of the eſtabliſhment of the Board of Truſ- 
tees for the encouragement of Arts, Manufac- 
tures and Commerce, in 1727, may he aſcer- 
tained from the following Tabte of the quanti- 


ties of Linens ſtamped, and their value. 


Years. Yards, Value. 

1728, 2,183,978 103,312 9 3 
1738, 4,666, 1 185,026 11 r 
1748, 7,353,987 293,864. 141158 
1755, 10, 624,435 424, 141 10 7 r 
1768, 11,795,437 599,669 4 2 
1778, 13,264, 4 104 892,023 5 41 
1788, 23, 506, 3107 854,900 16 21 
1792, 21,005,386 872,843 14 21 
1796, 23, T0, 4044 906,202 8 4 


Cotton Maufaciure. 
From a late computation made of the num- 


ber of hands employed in the Cotton Manufac- 
tories in Scotland, all of which have ariſen 


in courſe of the general advancement of the 


Trade and Manufactures of the Kingdom, it 
appears, that there are at preſent about one 
hundred thouſand perſons, of both ſexes, em- 
n in that branch alone, Ladder 


In 


In the year 1792, the quantity of Cotton 
printed amounted to three million, eight hun- 
dred and twenty-one thouſand, feven hundred 
and twelve yards, 


Revenue of the Poſi-Office in Scotland. 


There is no better criterion of the progreſs 
of commerce and manufactures, and indeed of 
every ſpecies of national improvement, than the 

revenue of the Poſt-Office. | 


— 


The income of the Poſt-Office in Scotland, 
at the Union, was, in groſs, a ſum ſuppoſed 
ſcarcely ſufficient for defraying the expenſe of 
its own eſtabliſhment, viz. . 1,194 0 © 
Ditto in 1730, remained after | 


defraying all expenſes, 5,399 © 0 
Ditto in 1757), ditto, 10, 23 0 0 
Ditto in 1760, „ 11,9420 © 
Ditto in 1776, ditto, „ 31,103 © © 
Ditto in 1793, 0 ditto, about 40,000 .o o 
Ditto in 1798, ditto, 62,984 9 1 

Population 


* Tt is but juſt to remark, that the very great increaſe 
in the two laſt of theſe periods, is in part to be account- 
ed for from the additional poſtage / impoſed by Acts of 
Parliament; but ſtill a very great proportion of the in · 
ercaſe has ariſen from the natural progreſs of commerce. 
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Population of Scotland fince the Union. 


The Population of Scotland, as appears from 
the returns of the Miniſters of the ſeveral pariſhes 
in the ſtatiſtical account of the Kingdom, late- 
ly publiſhed, may be eſtimated at this time 


f IF at — __ -,: I ,57 9,000 
$1 By a former enumeration in 
* 1555, it amounted to — 1,265,000 


| 4 Increaſe ſince 1755, — — 304,620 


1 But if this has been the increaſe within the 
) 3} laſt forty years, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that 
during the forty-eight years between the Union 
and 1755, there may, at leaft, have been an 
1 increaſe of 200,000: Inde 504, 620, to which, 
1 adding the numbers taken off by emigration 
1 and wars, it may be a fair eſtimate to rate the 
1 total increaſe of the population. of Scotland ſince 
4 | the Union, at — oy 600,000 
1 


- Hence ariſes the moſt ſatisfying anſwer to 
that hypothetical argument ſo ſtrongly urged be- 
fore the Union of Scotland, and now main- 
tained with equal energy by the Anti-Unioniſts 
of Ireland; that an Union muſt. be followed 


. = by a diminution of the population of the King- x 

N dom, from the increaſe of the number of ab- 2«˖˙ 2_ 
1 = fentees, Scotland has experimentally evinced | f 

N the contrary of that propoſition, Her popula» 8 | 
19 tion has very greatly increaſed, and as the fact b 
3 0 is 
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10 
is certain, ſo is the reaſon obvious. Whatever 
tends to increaſe the general proſperity of a coun- 
try, in the promotion of its trade, manufactures, 
agriculture, &c. muſt, by natural conſequence, 
increaſe the number of its inhabitants; for food 
and population keep pace with each other, and 
are allowed to be reciprocal meaſures of each 
other's quantity. Such in like manner muſt, in 
Ireland, be the conſequence of a meaſure evidently 
tending to increaſe the political proſperity and the 
actual wealth of the country. The number of 
Abſentees from Ireland, is, at this moment, very 
great. Thouſands have left that unhappy coun- 
try, from the miſerable ſtate into which it has been 
plunged by faction, and by foreign intereſt. An 
Union with Great Britain, putting an immediate 
and final end to thoſe ſources of calamity, muſt 
not only bring back her emigrated natives, but 
giving peace and perſonal ſafety, and perfect ſecu- 
rity of property, reviving neglected agriculture, 
ſtimulating domeſtic manufactures, and, extend- 
ing immenſely the benefits. and the field of foreign 
trade, muſt, by the moſt certain of all political 
concluſions, tend moſt rapidly to the increaſe of 
the population of the country. 


But to deſcend from general to particular facts, 
demonſtrative, with reſpect to Scotland, of the vaſt 
increaſe of her political wealth and property ſince 

the 


11 


ö the Union, I ſhall contraſt the preſent ſituation of 
ſome of her capital Towns, with their ſtate in for- 
; mer times, drawing my information from public 
= documents of the moſt certain authenticity. 


1 In the year 1678 the population of Edin- 


5 
I | burgh, was - - - 35,500 
1 Ditto in 1722 <-* +» 40,420 
Ditto in 1775 - - - - 70,4.30 
- 84,886 


Ditto in 179929 


Leith, which is the Port of Edin- , Ships. Tons. 
burgh, had in the year 1692 13 1,320 


In the year 1793 the number of 


1 
1 Ships belonging to Leith, was 187 20, 165 


Ships inwards from Foreign Ports, and Coaſters: 
Britiſh - - - - 216 30,749 
3 Foreign Do, - 3 19 24,700 
44 Coaſters Bo 15936 97,514 


Leith has fix glaſs-works of great extent! ſix 
rope- works; beſides ſoaperies, candle-manufac- 
tures, ſtarch-works, paper manufactures, carpet, 
and linen manufactures. The trade of ſhip- 
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| | building is there of very great magnitude. 

HT The City of Edinburgh is tripled in point of 
extent ſince the period of the Union. Iri is com- 
« | puted, 
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puted, that within theſe laſt thirty years, the new 
buildings, public and, private, -new ſtreets and 
ſquares, have coſt above two millions ſterling. 
The Public Offices, the Courts of Juſtice, the 
Regiſter-Houſe, the Offices of Exciſe and Cuſ- 
| toms, the New Univerſity, the Theatres, Aſ- 
ſembly-Rooms, Bridges, &c. do not yield in 
magnificence to thoſe of any capital in Europe. 
This is the city which ſome of your miſguided 
patriots tell their countrymen, is, ſince the Union, 
beggared and depopulated. 


Glaſgow has, ſince that period, undergone a (till 
more rapid advancement. 


In 1692 it appears, from the Report of the Com- 
miſſioners of the Royal Boroughs, that Glaſgow 
poſſeſſed a foreign trade to the yearly amount of 
£-17,083 ſterling. 


She had 8 Ships in harbour, 730 tons. 
Do. abroad 452 
8 Lighters, 


/ 
Port-Glaſgow and. Greenock were then inſig 


_ nificant villages, with no foreign trade, or ſhipping 
whatever. 


In the year 1793 the Shipping belonging to 


Glaſgow, Port-Glaſgow, and Greenock, was as 


under : | 
40,075 tons. 


406 Ships 
| Inwards 


'Þ 
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Inwards from Foreign Ports, and Coaſters: 


Britiſh 575 Ships 59,210 Tons. 
Foreign 26 8 4700 
Coaſters 1304 - 50,698 


Groſs Receipt of Duties on 
foreign goods imported at 


Glaſgow for one year CL. 222, 85 15 8 * 


Drau backs paid = 151,848 0 3 


The Shipping of Borrowſtowneſs, moſt part of 


which belongs to Glaſgow, amounted in 1793 to 


151 Ships 10, 67 Tons. 


Inwards from Foreign Parts, and Coaſters: 
Britiſh 183 Ships 25,619 Tons. 
Foreign 29 — 2,688 

| Coaſters 1078 - 30,945 


But the foreign trade of Glaſgow, prodigious as 


its increaſe has been ſince the Union of the king- 
doms, is far exceeded by the progreſs of her home 


manufactures. In the cotton manufacture alone, 
there are at preſent above 1500 looms conſtantly 
employed. The produce of cach loom is computed 
at {100 ſterling per annum. The annual value of 
the whole produce of the cotton looms belonging 
to Glaſgow, is therefore about one million, five 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. This is but a 

6 ſingle 


— 
1 
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ſingle article of the manufactures of Glaſgow. 
The inkle-looms, the coarſe woollen, the carpet 
manufactures, the ſugar- works, earthen- ware, &c. 
are highly flouriſhing, and occupy a prodigious 
number of the induſtrious of all ages, and of either 
ſex. | 


In the year 1663, the population 
of Glaſgow amounted to 12,298 


In 1791, it amounted to 61,945 


Paiſley, at the Union, was a ſmall country-town 
which had no manufactures whatever, and did not 
contain above - 2,300 inhabitants, 


In the year 1792, the inhabitants of Paiſley 
amounted to - 19,903 


The Paiſley manufactures of ſilk-gauze, lawn, 
linen-gauze, and white thread, amounted in 1784. 
to the value of J. 379,185 16 6 ſterling. 


In 1789, the value of its manufactures amounted 
to 4 * C. 660, 385 16 © ſterling. 


Dundee, in 1692, had 
21 Ships and Barks 1086 tons. 


Her principal manufacture, at that time, was 
the making of woollen bonnets. 


In 
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1 In 1793 Dundee had, belonging to her own 
1 port | 8 
ge 127 Ships 8,939 Tons. 
Y Ships from foreign ports entered inwards, and 
| Coaſters : 
Britiſh 73 Ships 8,644 Tons, 
Foreign 18 - 1,750 © 


- Coaſters 995 - .” ay, 


Groſs receipt of Duties on foreign 
goods imported for one year /. 6,430 14 42 


In 118g, the quantity of linen manufactured at 

Dundee, amounted to 3,181,990 yards, in value 
£80,587 ſterling ; about £32,000 worth of canvas 
for ſhipping, is yearly manufactured here, and 
£5,500 ſterling worth of bagging, for cotton wool, 
The quantity of coloured thread manufactured 
annually at Dundee, is eſtimated at 269, 5681bs. 
valued at £.33,696 ſterling. The cotton-yarn 
ſpun there, is valued at £.20,000 ſterling, per 
annum. The value of leather tanned annually, is 
computed at { 14,2001. ſterling, 


. population of ig: in 1651, amounted 


8 . . $,057 
Ditto in 1781 = - 15,700 
Ditto in 1792 = - 224, 000 


Aberdeen, at the period of the Union, con- 
tained about 12,000 inhabitants. Its population 
A is 


15 


is now eſtimated at 25,000. At that period it 
had no foreign trade or domeſtic manufactures. 


In 1793 the ſhips belonging to the port . 
Aberdeen were 193—13, 933 tons. 


Ships inwards from foreign ports and coaſters : 
Britin 97 Ships - 969 Tons. 

Foreign 3 _—_ 270 

Coaſters 936 - 51,874 


Groſs receipt of duties on foreign goods im- 
ported for one year, 12,390. 16s. 44d. ſterling. 


The ſtocking manufacture of Aberdeen pro- 

duces annually, at an average, 69,333 dozen of 

pairs, of which the average value at 11. 10. per 
dozen, is 103, 999l. ſterling, 


The thread manufacture there is likewiſe very . 
great. 


The other large towns of Scotland, Perth, Ayr, 
Montroſe, Inverneſs, &c. have in the ſame period 
of time experienced a ſimilar increaſe of popula- 


tion, and proportionate advancement in trade and 
manufactures. 


hn. 


The cotton manufacture alone of Scotland is 
eſtimated at the annual value of 2,200,000]. ſterl. 


Before 


17 


Before the Union took place between England 
and Scotland, it was keenly urged by the Scottiſh 
patriots, that ſuch a meaſure could not fail to be 
productive of the moſt miſerable conſequences 
with reſpe& to Scotland ; a country which they 
maintained was at that time utterly unable to bear 
any greater burdens than it actually felt; and con- 
ſequently, that thoſe additional taxes which it 
might be expected would be laid on it, would 
prove ruinous to the commerce and manufactures 
as well as to the agriculture of the country. Since 
the Union, Scotland has in fact been ſubjected to 
many additional burdens in the way of taxation: 
But have theſe, it muſt be aſked, verified the pre- 
diction abovementioned ? Have they proved ruin- 
ous to the commerce and manufactures, or preju- 
dicial to the agriculture of the country ? Quite 
the contrary. The truth is, our means and our 
capacity have increaſed in a much higher ratio 
than our burdens; as the wonderful advancement 
in every article of political wealth and proſperity 
demonſtrably ſhews. The Iriſh anti-union pamph- 
lets repreſent Scotland as borne down and cruſhed 
under the weight of her taxes. They aſſert with 
confidence that ſome taxes, as for example, the 
malt tax, have been impoſed in direct violation 
of the articles of Union. But theſe aſſertions are 
the confined reſult of prejudice and of ignorance. 
Scotland, by the articles of Union, gained no ge- 
neral exemption from thoſe additional burdens, 

| ORG which 
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which according to future emergence might be 
laid upon her ſiſter kingdom; on the contrary, it 
was moſt anxiouſly provided by that ſolemn treaty, 
that with reſpe& to trade, manufactures, &c. 
both parts of the united kingdom ſhould have the 
ſame advantages, and be ſubje& alike to the ſame 
reſtrictions and regulations. It may however be 
affirmed with truth, with reſpect to thoſe impoſi- 
tions laid on Scotland ſince the Union, that in 
every caſe where a new tax was to be impoſed, 


which was to affect the united kingdom, the pro- 


portion was fixed even with a partial indulgence 
of the Engliſh members themſelves, to a country 
which they conſidered as flowly advancing in its 
political growth, and needing like a weakly child, 
a continued exertion of the care and tenderneſs _ 
of its parent. The aſſertion that the firſt impoſi- 
tions of the Malt-tax in Scotland was an infringe- 
ment of the articles of Union, is founded entirely 
in a piece of ſophiſtry urged indeed at the time, 
but which met with its juſt diſregard. It was ſti- 
pulated by the treaty of Union that the Malt-tax. 
ſhould not be extended to Scotland, during the 
«* continuance of the preſent war.” In 1713, 
when the Bill was brought in for extending that 
tax to Scotland, it was allowed that the articles 
of peace had been ſettled between Great Britain, 
France and Spain, and the ratifications ſolemnly 
exchanged; but it was captiouſly objected, that 

Bae 
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Peace had not been formally proclaimed. It may 
be believed that an objecton ſo truly e 


met with its juſt diſregard. 


While the Anti-Unioniſts of Ireland repreſent 
Scotland fince the Union, loaded with a vaſt in- 
creaſe of taxes ; they look at one fide of the 
ſcales, but ſhut their eyes upon the other; and 
totally overlook the adjuſtment of the balance. 
Let them judge whether the country which can 
ſhew a progreſs ſuch as the following, in the re- 
venue of her cuſtoms and exciſe, is able or un- 
able to bear the rateable increaſe that has taken 


place in her taxes. 


The groſs revenue from the cuſtoms J. 
of Scotland at the Union, (ſee 
Sir J. Sinclair's Stat. Pub. Rev.) 


was - - 30, ooo 
Ditto from cuſtoms and ſalt duties 

in 1740 EY 44,818 o 64 
Ditto from ditto in 1780 119,182 6 51 
Ditto from ditto in 1788 250,839 11 8 
Ditto from ditto in 1798 433,679 18 8 


The groſs revenue from the ex- 
ciſe in Scotland at the Union, 
was 33,50 


The whole of which was ab- 
ſorbed in the defrayment of the 
civil eſtabliſhments in Scotland. 
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In the year 1740, after deduc- 

tion of all expences of the 

eſtabliſhment, the nett re- 

mittance to the Britiſh Ex- 

chequer, was 17,000 
Ditto in 1760 remitted .' 21,000 
Ditto in 1780 remitted 102,450 
Ditto in 1798 remitted 702,470 5 


But even this increaſe, great as it may appear, 
is a very under-rated eſtimate of the actual reve- 


nue from Scotland. For fince the Union a vaſt 
variety of articles conſumed i in that kingdom, pay 
their duties in England. Such are all foreign 
goods from the Eaſt Indies, from Africa, from 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, the Levant, &c. Among 
theſe the capital articles of tea, groceries, &c. all 
of which, though conſumed in Scotland, pay the 
duties in England, and are tranſported into Scot- 
land, duty free. It may be readily ſuppoſed, were 
all thoſe articles taken into the eſtimate, and to 
pay the duty in the country ' where they are con- 
ſumed, how very great an addition would thence 

ariſe to the ſum of the revenue from Scotland. 


The ner une of the country has undergone 
within the ſame period an equal, if not a higher 
progreſſive improvement than its trade and manu- 
factures. In the Southern counties of Scotland, 
and in ſeveral of the Northern, as Angus, Mearns, 


&c. the ſyſtem of huſbandry is allowed to equal 
| that 
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that of the beſt of the agricultural counties of 
England. The actual produce of the lands of 
Scotland has ſince the Union been encreaſed ſix 
fold. The numbers of black cattle and of ſheep, 
notwithſtanding the converſion of paſture-ground 
into arable, are very greatly encreaſed. The 
waſte and mountainous parts of the country which, 
from the indolent ſpirit of former ages, or the 
turbulent and precarious life of the highlanders, 
had been confidered as doomed to hopeleſs ſterility, 
are now covered with extenſive plantations which 
afford at preſent a very liberal revenue, and pro- 
miſe in expectancy a great ſupply of national 
wealth. t 


Such is the ſtate of that country which ſome of 
your ignorant political writers have thought pro- 
per to repreſent as beggared and depopulated by our 
Union with England. There are others indeed 
of a little more knowledge and information, 
(though from the ſtrain of their writings, I cannot 
entertain a high opinion of their political judgment) 
who admitting a very conſiderable improvement 
in the national wealth and proſperity of Scotland, 
ſince the period of the Union, deny its efficacy 
or operation in producing thoſe effects. Theſe 
writers have told their countrymen : It is true, 
Scotland has improved in many particulars ſince 
the Union; but you ought not thence to inter 
that the Union was the cauſe of that improve- | 
ment. The mild wiſdom of Pelham” (ſays one 
of 
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of theſe authors, ) © laid the foundation of her 


* preſent improvement. She was encouraged by 
Lord Chatham She has experienced fifty years 
iy . e eng may with more propriety be 
% (aid, that Scotland has improved notwith- 
10 ſtanding the Union, than that the Union cauſed 
© her improvement.” * 


Thus then, although it ſhould be allowed, as it 
cannot be denied, that Scotland before the Union, 
was, with reſpect to national proſperity, rather in 
a retrograde than progreſſive flate, and that fince 
that period, her improvement has been uniformly 
progreſſive, and ſtill continues ſuch, we are not 
titled, according to ſuch reaſoners, to connect 
thoſe circumſtances together as cau/e and effect. 
On the contrary, they are to be regarded as hoſtile 


and repugnant to each other. The Union, inſtead 


of encouraging, mult have repreſſed improvement; 
and ſome ſeparate, unknown, latent, but moſt 
efficacious power has interpoſed, which,notwithſtand- 
mg the hoſtile agency of the Union, has moſt vi- 
gorouſly promoted the national proſperity. 


But mark the admirable conſiſtency of this laſt 
mentioned writer, He had told us, a few pages 


before, that Scotland had ever found in the Britiſh 


Legiſlature, © * the neglect of a ſtep-mother, inſtead 
* 


* ned the People of Ireland, _ ER. 
&c.—by a Friend to Ireland. 
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* of the affection of a natural parent.“ In the laſt 
quoted pallage, in accounting for her acknow- 
ledged improvements, ſince the Union, he forgets 
the negle& of the unnatural ſtep-mother, and at- 
tributes thele improvements chiefly to the wiſdom 
and liberality of the Britiſh Miniſtry, to the mild 
wiſdom of Pelham, and the generous encourage- 
ment of Lord Chatham. He allows as a main effi- 
cient cauſe of her preſent proſperity, that Scotland 
has experienced fifty years tranquillity; but reſuſes 
to ſee in the Union, the cauſe of that permanent 
tranquillity ; he allows no operation to that event 
which produced the greateſt political change that 
Scotland had ever undergone ; which extinguiſhed 
all ſeparation of intereſts between the two coun- 
tries, which entitled the weaker party in the league 
to every advantage enjoyed by the ſtronger, while, 
at the ſame time, ſhe retained inviolate whatever 
ſhe was wont ta regard as her excluſive advan- 
tages, her ancient Laws, and her Eccleſiaſtical 
Eſtabliſhment, which opened to her a wider field 
for the exertion of talents, and enlarged the objects 
of ambition; which put an end to every motive 
of jealouſy, and taught the Scots to ſet a juſt value 


on thoſe bleſſings which this connec cn has inſured 
and perpetuated. 


But the falſehood of thoſe aſſerted Pacts, and 
the conſequent fallacy of the argument founded 
upon them, muſt be yet more particularly ex- 
\ poſed. The actual experience of Scotland, in 

. the 
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the conduct of England towards her, ſince the 


Uaion, is entitled to the greateſt weight in reaſon- 
ing on the expediency, or inexpediency, of a ſimilar- 
meaſure with reſpect to Ireland. If England has 
in reality treated Scotland with the neglect and 
harſhneſs of an unnatural ſtep- mother, it would be 
unwiſe indeed in Ireland, whatever may be the 
diſadvantages of her preſent ſituation, to place her- 
ſelf in thoſe circumſtances, whereſhe hazards a ſimi- - 
lar treatment. Let the Iriſh judge therefore from 
the following facts whether the conduct of England 
to this kingdom has been ſuch as ſome of her (miſ- 
named) Patriots, have thought proper to repre- 
ſent it. 


Without entering into any particular conſidera- 
tion of the Articles of the Union between England 
and Scotland, it may at this day be candidly 
owned, that the proportion of the burdens to be 
paid by the latter towards the general exigencies 
of the ſtate were fixed on a baſis of the moſt in- 
dulgent generoſity to the weaker country. The 
real rent of the land of Scotland at preſent, is eſti- 
mated at, C2, 386, 58 3 ſterling. The valued rent 
of the Kingdom, according to which, the Land- 
tax is paid, is only £316,531 ſterling. 


By the 15th Article, of the treaty of Union, it 
was ſtipulated that a certain ſum ſhould be paid 
to Scotland, as an equivalent for ſuch part of the 
Cuftoms and Exciſes laid upon that kingdom as 

e | | ſhould 


- 


25 


ſhould be applied towards payment of the national 
debt of England. It was admitted that this equi- 
valent ſam ſhould admit of a proportional increaſe, 
according to the increaſe of the faid duties; and 
its application was directed to be made to certain 
ꝑurpoſes of public utility, within the IT of 
Scotland. 


Furſt, it was directed that all the public debts 
mould thence be diſcharged. | 


. Secondly, it was appointed, that the fum of 
200 per annum, ſhould for ſeven years be ap- 
plied to the encouragement of the manufacture of 
coarſe wool; and after that - period, towards en- 
couraging the fiſheries, and ſuch manu- 
facdures and improvements in Scotland, as may 
* moſt conduce to the general good of the United 
« Kingdom.” Commiſſioners at the ſame time 
were appointed for the management of that ſpecial 
fund, and their accounts declared to be open to 
the inſpection of all the ſubjects. 


In the year 1927, his Majeſty K. George I. on 
the repreſentation of certain public ſpirited perſons 

in Scotland, ſeconded by an application from the 
Convention of the Royal Boroughs of the kingdom, 
iſſued Letters Patent, for the appointment of a 
board of Truſtees, who were empowered to follow 
out, and carry into execution, à regular plan ante- 
cedently digeſted by themſelves, and approved of 
| | * by 
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by the Convention of Boroughs,” for the applica- 
tion of the ſums above mentioned, in ſuch man: 
ner as to render the diſtribution as diffuſive as 
poſſible, and as generally. beneficial, The Reve- 
nue under the management of theſe Truſtees, is at 
preſent about 10004, ſterling, per annum. The 
gentlemen appointed to this important truſt, are 


perſons of the firſt reſpectability in the Kingdom, 
ho have no other reward than the conſciouſneſs 


of diſcharging with zeal and fidelity, a duty of the 
higheſt benefit to the country. Thus the ſums 
deſtined by Government, for this great purpoſe of 
utility, go undiminiſhed, and with the moſt im- 


partial diſtribution directly to the fulfilment of 
their object; and the effects are moſt conſpicuous, | 
in that various and progreſſive improvement of the 


Trade and Manufactures of the country, of which 
the foregoing details give evidence, 


| Beſides the bounties diſtributed by this board for 


the general encouragement of the Fiſheries of - 


Scotland, the bounties given by Government at 
various periods of time, for the encouragement of 


the Whale Fiſhery, while that trade was in its in- 


fancy in Scotland, and needed the foſtering care 


of the ſtate, were very great and moſt beneficial 


in their conſequences. 


© The «Qs of Parliament paſſed fince the Union, 
relative to the general Police of the Kingdom, both 
in the capital and other great Towns, and through 
8 Y 2. N the 
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the whole of the counties of Scotland, give evi- 


dence of the utmoſt attention of the Legiſlature to 
every thing that regards the intereſts of the coun- 


try; nor was it ever known that any public mea- 
ſure either of a general concern to the Kingdom at 
large; or to particular parts; or diſtricis, was re- 
fuſed the aid and ſanction of a parliamentary 

enactment, to carry it into effect. Henee the 
aſtoniſhing improvement of this country in all 
matters of national police ſtnce the period of the 
Union ; in public buildings, in the enlargement - 
of the great Towns, in paving, lighting, and ſup- 
plying them with water; in the conſtruction of 
roads through every part of the kingdom, the erec- 
tion and improvement of harbours, building of 
bridges, and cutting of canals, | 


Nor has the Britiſh Parliament limited its atten- 
tion ſolely to the granting of the public ſan&ion of 
the Legiſlature, to thoſe great purpoſes of natidnal 


benefit; very large grants of money have been 


made from time, to time, to defray the expence 
of thoſe undertakings, The ſum of 1,30,000 ſter- 
ling, was granted by Parliament, out of the reve- 
nues of the forfeited eftates, and other funds, for 
the erection of the new Regiſter Houſe, at Edin- 
burgh, where the Records of the kingdom are der 


poſited. 


By a ſimilar grant, from the ſums ariſing from 
the Forfeited Eſtates, the Britiſh Government ſub- 
| Lg ſcribed , 


/ 
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= . ſcribed the ſum of J. 50,000 ſterling, to the Com- 
=. / pany of the: Proprietors of the-Great Canal, for the 
* junction of the rivers Forth and Clyde ; thus be- 
coming proprietors to that amount in the ſtock of 
the Company. But inſtead of drawing a dividend 
of profits or intereſt on that ſtock, like the other 
\ proprietors, it is moſt generouſly enacted; that 
the dividends arifing from that large ſum of 
| ſtock, ſhall be applied towards making and re- 


pairing the roads and 095k of the Highlands 
n * Rel * 


| | The” 8 Society of Scotland ads 
"F from Government a grant of . 4, ooo ſterling - 
| from the revenues of the forfeited eſtates, to be 
applied to the patriotic purpoſes of its inſtitution. 


From the year 1770, a regular allowance has 
been granted by Parliament, along with the Pub- 
lic Supplies, of a ſum berwixt . 3, 00 and . , ooo 
ſterling, per annum, for the conſtructing and repair- 
ing of Roads, and the building and ſupport of 
ae in the Hightands of Scotland. | 


45 ++ 


in the ſame ſpirit of generous policy, the ſum of 

| £-500 flerling g per annum, was granted by Govern- 

1 ment for ſeven years, for the impravement of the : | 
* harbour of Peterhead. N 


r 


: The 
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The augmentation of the ſalaries of the Scottiſh 
Judges of the, Supreme Courts, ſo as to render 
their income adequate to the rank they ought to 
ſuſtain in life, and the reſpectability which ought. 
to attend their office; and the appointment of 
fixed ſalaries to the Judges of certain Courts who 
formerly derived their emolument ſolely from the 
dues of office, were liberal, and . enact- 
ments for the benefit of Scotland. 


But that which of all 58 of chad 
liberality has moſt redoundedto:the- honour of 
the Britiſh- Government, is its conduct towards 
Scotland, relatively to thoſe eſtates which were 
forfeited to the Crown, in conſequence of We two . 


Rebellions 4 in 1715 — 1945. | 


I ſhall not touch on the clemency. ſhewn' in 
the ſuppreſſion of thoſe Rebellions ; the paucity | 
of the examples of capital puniſhment ;; the gene- 
rous remiſſion of the ſentences of thoſe who eſcaped 
that pupiſhment, which had been awarded by the 
laws; becauſe, theſe are leſs to be conſidered as 6 5 
meaſures of State, than as particalar examples of | N 
the clemency of the Sovereign. Are myſelf 
therefore, to the meaſures of the Legiſlature, re- 
ſpecting the, eſtates of . thoſe who were attainted | 


for Rebellion. | | 


AM 


After 


35 


After the Rebellion in 17 15, the eſtates of tlioſe 
perſons who were ſpecially attainted, were declared 
to be forfeited to his Majeſty; for the uſe of 1þ2 
Public, and the monies thence arifing, were de- 
clared to be at the diſpoſal of Parliament. Every 


zoſt claim of debt on thoſe eſtates, and all family 


proviſions granted antecedently, and not in the 
contemplation of ſuch attainder, were allowed to 
ſtand good to the creditors and grantees. Nay 
in the Act, which ſtatuated thoſe forfeitures, the 
Crown declared its purpoſe of making proviſions 
on the wives of the forfeiting perſons, to the 


amount of what they would have had by law, 


had their hufbarids died in their full allegiance, as 


good ſubjects. Proviſions were made by Govern- 


ment, on the children of the forfeiting perſons, 
on the eaſy and reaſonable condition, that they 
ſhould be educated in the eſtabliſned religion. 


Out of the tents of thoſe forfeited eſtates, was 


given compleat indemnification of their loſſes to 


all loyal ſubjects, whoſe houſes or goods had been 


deſtroyed or plundered in the Rebellion. 


After the Retten, 1748, the eſtates forfeited 
on that account, were veſted ſolely in the Crown, 
and annexed thereto, for the ſpecial purpoſes, (as 
declared in the Act of Annexation) © of civilizing 
« the inhabitants on the ſaid eſtates, and thoſe of 


« other parts of the highlands and iſlands of 
| © Scotland; 
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# Scotland; the promoting among them the 
0 Proteſtant Religion, good Government, in- 
„ duſtry and manufactures, and the principles 
.#* of loyalty, and na other purpoſes whatever.” It 
is declared by the ſame Act to be the intention of 
Government, © to erect public ſchools on thoſe 
F* eſtates in the highlands and iſlands for the edu- 
cation of youth, and for inſtruting them in 
* agriculture and manufactures; as alſo to ere& 
* and inſtitute manufactories, and apply thereto 
& ſuch part of the produce of thoſe eſtates as $ ſhall 
* ſeem neceſſary and ä | 


During the whole period chae theſe eſtates re- 
mained annexed to the Crown, thoſe beneficent 
purpoſes were moſt faithfully carried into execu- 
tion. But a great, and moſt liberal meaſure, had 
early been in the contemplation of Government, 
towards this part of the united kingdoms, and was 
at length, to the honour of his Majeſty's preſent 
Miniſters, carried into full effect, on a motion of 
Mr. Dundas, in the year 1784, without one diſſent- 
ing voice in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons.“ This 
was the reſtoration of the forfeited eſtates to the 
heirs of the former proprietors ; a meaſure of the 
moſt generous, as well as of the molt enlightened, 


\ poly: 


It was oppoſed * by one Member of we Houle of 
Lords, and that chiefly on the ground that, being an AQ of 
Mercy and of Remiſſion, it ought more properly to have ori- 
ginated wirf the Sovereign, than with the Parliament, 


— I — 
* 
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a” - 


3 


policy, The Statute 24 Geo. 3. ſect. 2. cap. 37. 
reſtored, to the perſons therein named, chiefly the 
heirs of the forfeiting perſons, (in 6ne inſtance to 
the forfeiting perſon himſelf then alive, to whom 
his Majeſty extended his free pardon), the whole 


_ eſtates which had been annexed to the Crown i in 


conſequence of the ſeveral Bills of Attainder; and 
dedlared that the reſtitution ſhould be made /m- 
pliciter, on the repayment to Government of cer- 
tain fixed ſums, being the amount of the debrs 
affecting the ſaid eſtates, which had been paid by 
the Crown to the Jawful creditors. 


Even the ſums thus repaid to the Crown by the 
heirs now reſtored to the poſſeſſions of their anceſ- 
tors, were not appropriated, as they with perfect 
equity might have been, by the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, or ſunk in the maſs of funds belonging to 


the Britiſh Exchequer. They were applied by 


Government for the public benefit of the king- 


dom of Scotland. Of this application ſeveral 


remarkable examples have been. already mention- 
ed; the gift of £.15,000 ſterling for the building 


| of the Regiſter- Office of Scotland, in addition to 


a ſimilar gift of {.15,000 for the fame purpoſe 
from a different fund; the ſubſcription of £.50,000 
ſterling to the Company of the Forth and Clyde 
Navigation Canal, and the grant of £.4,000 to the 
Highland Society. Theſe ſums, it was calculated 
would 80 near to exhauſt the whole monies to be 


paid 
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paid by the heirs on the reſtitution of the forfeited 
eſtates; but the Britiſh Government, to fill up the 
meaſure of its liberality to this kingdom, decreed, 
by a ſubſequent Act of Parliament, that out of the 
unappropriated money ariſing from the forfeited 
eſtates, after ſatisfying the appropriations above 
mentioned, the Barons of Exchequer in Scotland, 
ſhould, (as ſoop as the reſidue of that fund in their 
hands ſhould be {ufficient for that purpoſe), pay 
the ſum of J. 2, zoo to the Society in Scotland for 


the Propagation of Chriſtian Knowledge in the 
Highlands and Iſles, 


On a candid conſideration of the whole conduct 
of Government with reſpect to the forfeited and 
annexed eſtates, it is left to any impartial mind to 
ſay, whether it 1s poſſible to figure a public pro- 
cedure ſo highly honourable, ſo thoroughly liberal, 
diſintereſted and humane, or ſo entirely conſonant 
to patriotiſm and wiſe policy, as have been the 
whole meaſures of the Britiſh Legiſlature, relative 
to thoſe tranſactions? Let the Iriſh Patriots ſay, 
on their conſciences, whether, in this procedure, 
and in the various other inſtances above detailed, 
of the conduct of the Britiſh Government to the 
kingdom of Scotland, they trace the care of a 
natural Parent, or the negle& of a Step-mother ? 
And as they ſhall anſwer this queſtion, let them 
make the application to themſelves, in deciding 
on the benefits or diſadvantages of an Union with 


F Great 
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Great Britain, which ſhall place Ireland in the 
ſame predicament with Scotland, as forming one 
undivided and conſolidated empire with that State, 
certainly the moſt enlightened and liberal, perhaps 


' x in the trueſt ſenſe the greateſt, of the powers of 
4H Europe. 

Deat Sir, 

1 Yours, &c. 


THE END. 


